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A Message from Fr. Bob Remark, Pastor

The Old Testament prophet, Amos, speaks to us this
weekend in the scripture selection provided for us. He says,

Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land of
Judah, earn your bread there, and prophesy there; but never again prophesy at
Bethel, for it is the king’s sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom.”

Then Amos answered Amaziah, “I am no Prophet, nor a Prophet’s son; but I am a
herdsman, and a dresser of sycamore trees, and the Lord took me from following the
flock, and the Lord said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.’(Amos 7.12-15)”
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Amos never asked to be a Prophet of the Lord, to speak God’s truth to others.
The Lord searched him out, chose him and sent him to his own people. The
chosen Jewish people really didn’t want to hear what the Lord had to say. It
was way too challenging. If they paid attention, they would need to change
their understanding, their point of view, the way they would deal with others. 

By our own baptism, we share in the prophetic mission of Christ. We are
called to proclaim the truth of God to everyone, welcome or unwelcome. It
was the responsibility of the church to remind Canadian government leaders,
at whatever time in our country’s history, that all people were equal in God’s
eyes, and that both Indigenous people and colonizers were to treat other as
brothers and sisters of one common world. The church failed to sufficiently
and prophetically proclaim this truth. May we work with people of good will
across our country to acknowledge failures, to listen to one another, and to
create a land of mutually respectful citizens. Come, Holy Spirit!

 

Fr. Bob's Message, cont'd....

"Show us your steadfast love, O Lord,

and grant us your salvation." Psalm 85.7



"All Canadians are deeply concerned and angry about the discovery of children's remains at burial
sites of former residential schools in British Columbia and Saskatchewan. Parishioners have written
me about the Church's involvement in the residential schools and the demand for a papal apology. At
the end of May, when the horrifying discovery was made of the remains of children at the Kamloops
residential school, I issued a statement promising our prayers for the families and survivors and
expressing our commitment to play "a constructive role in the journey towards healing and
reconciliation". I would like to draw your attention to a couple of recent statements that have been
published by the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops. 

The statement on June 10 explains the work the bishops have been doing for several years now with
Indigenous Peoples from across Canada. I encourage you to read the statement at this
https://www.cccb.ca/announcement/cccb-statement-delegation-to-the-holy-see/. It has been
important for the bishops to sit down with Indigenous communities, in "listening circles", to hear
their stories and to listen to what they need from the Catholic Church for reconciliation. It also is
important that Indigenous voices lead the process. 

A key initiative arising from these conversations is the pastoral visit of Indigenous Peoples with Pope
Francis that will take place December 17-20 in Rome. The group, which will include residential school
survivors, Elders and youth, will be able to dialogue directly with the pope, and he will be able to
express to them "his heartfelt closeness, address the impact of colonization and the implications of
the Church in the residential schools, so as to respond to the suffering of Indigenous Peoples and the
ongoing effects of intergenerational trauma". 

For the bishops, the conversations we have had with Indigenous Peoples, the work we are doing
together and the delegation that will visit with the pope are steps on the journey of reconciliation and
healing. The hope is that these common efforts will build bridges and new relationships between
Indigenous Peoples and the Catholic Church in Canada, and lead to further action. All of these
statements, including my own, and resources about this important issue are available on the Diocese
of London website at this link.

Most Rev. Ronald P. Fabbro, CSB, Bishop of London 

Bishop Fabbro's Statement on 
Residential Schools and Relations 
with Canada's Indigenous People

(July 2, 2021)

https://www.cccb.ca/announcement/cccb-statement-delegation-to-the-holy-see/
https://www.cccb.ca/announcement/cccb-statement-date-of-the-delegation-to-the-holy-see/
https://dol.ca/indigenous-peoples


Fr Jude Chukwudi Ogbenna, CSSp is originally from Nigeria. He
is a member of the Spiritans; the Congregation of the Holy Spirit.
In 1976, he joined the Spiritans with his first religious profession.

Meet Fr. Jude Ogbenna, C.S.Sp, 
Our New Parochial Vicar!

After his first religious profession, he had all his training in the seminaries in Nigeria and was
ordained a priest on July 6, 1985. Straight after his ordination, he was assigned to teach in
the minor seminary belonging to his religious institute. From there, he was sent on mission
to Zambia in Central Africa, where he served in the Diocese of Solwezi – a place of primary
evangelization in every sense of it.

In 1989, Fr Jude was withdrawn from Zambia back to Nigeria to initiate a Mission Office for
his religious Congregation. In 1994, he was sent to Canada to work alongside fellow Spiritan
confreres. He served briefly in the Archdiocese of Toronto before arriving the Diocese of
London Ontario and was stationed at St Rita Parish, Woodstock from 1995.

In 1998, Fr Jude transformed into a student in Ottawa. He was in Ottawa for several years
before going back to Nigeria in 2007 to teach in their major seminary. He was there for ten
years, out of which he was the rector of the seminary for the last six years of his stay. He has
served in different capacities in his religious institute, which includes serving as a member of
the Provincial Council at different times in Nigeria and once here in Canada.

He returned to Canada in 2018 and served for a little over one year at Holy Trinity Parish,
Woodstock. From July 2019-2021, he served in the Chatham Catholic Family of Parishes. He
arrived Holy Family Parish on July 5, 2021 to serve as Parochial Vicar with of Fr Bob Remark,
in the company of Fr. Stevan Wlusek.

As for his family, he has six siblings; three brothers and three sisters. His parents are both
deceased. Fr Jude says that he looks forward to serving us and learning from us as much as
he can. 

We welcome Fr Jude to our parish and wish him a happy stay at Holy Family.
 



Stay home if  you are not well or  
you have been outside of Ontario in the past
two weeks or  
you have been exposed to someone with
COVID or have been asked to self-isolate in
the past two weeks 

Maintain social distancing at all times
whether in the parking lot, entering the
building, being present in the building and
on leaving the building for the safety of
everyone. The Hospitality Team will assist
you with these protocols. 

As we continue through the several next steps
of reopening with the COVID-19 Pandemic,
vaccinations and testing still continuing, we
would like to review the guidelines needed to be
followed to keep everyone who enters our
building as safe as possible. 

                                          
                                  Please use the alcohol based  
                                  hand sanitizer provided when
                                 you enter the church building.  

       

 

                                 Since July 18, 2020 it is                        
                                 mandatory to wear a face 
                                 covering: either a medical   
                     or non-medical mask; a scarf made of
cloth, linen or other similar fabric. The face
covering must fit securely to the head and be
large enough to completely and comfortably
cover the mouth, nose and chin without gaps. 
 

Note: Face shields do not replace face coverings.
Face shields may provide an additional layer of
protection,  and they must not be used in place
of face coverings.  

COVID 19 PRECAUTIONS

Click on the “Join in Person” button on
the main page of our website. It will bring
you to a list of Mass times.  
Using the grey scroll bar on the right side
of the page, scroll to the time of Mass you
wish to book for that particular
Saturday/Sunday.  
Click on the orange “Register” button
and it will indicate how many seats are
left. Choose the # of seats you want. 
Again, click on the orange “Register”
button and fill out your first and last
name. Then enter your email and confirm
it once again before the orange “Register”
button is highlighted.  
A final click of that register button will
send a confirmation to your email for that
weekend.  

following the "Join online" link on the parish
website at  www.holyfamilylondon.ca  to be
part of the  live streamed Masses (5:00 p.m.,
8:30 a.m., 2:00 p.m. only). 

To attend a weekend Mass, ( Saturday at 5:00
p.m. and Sunday at 8:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m., or
2:00 p.m.) 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

If you aren't able to register online, kindly
call Claudette McLeod at ext'n # 222.

When arriving for the weekend Masses, the
doors will be open 45 minutes before Mass
time. Please enter through the rear parking lot
doors only.

We love to see you here at
Mass however if you are not
able to comply with these
guidelines and to protect
everyone present in the
Church, kindly join us by

We welcome all who will gather with us in
the church building; we also welcome all who

gather with us online. 

http://www.holyfamilylondon.ca/


3. It uses the most secure and up-to-date technology. 
4. It is streamlined so that donations are automatically recorded in our database offering greater ease 
    and accuracy. 
5. All donations will be included in your annual tax receipt mailed out by the parish. 
6. You may direct your donation to any fund of your choice and you may choose to set up for recurring 
    donations with any frequency. 

        7.  It offers the ability to donate in various ways such as: 

through the parish website – go to: https://holyfamilylondon.ca/, then choose 

through your computer or electronic device – go to: https://dol-holyfamily.pllenty.com 
through your mobile device – go to: https://dol-holyfamily-mobile.pllenty.com 
using your mobile device’s camera through a QR code (*see below) 
by phoning the parish office 519-472-0057 or visiting the parish office via donation cards placed in
the church pews 

      “Donate” and follow the instructions 

 It is sponsored by the Diocese of London.   

We are replacing Give Point with a new secure online donation service from Pllenty.   
We have chosen to switch to this giving platform for the following reasons: 

1.
    2. It is much more cost effective and efficient for the parish. 

Use the QR code above to scan on your
smartphone camera. it will redirect you
to our new mobile donation web
application. After you scan the QR code
and see the mobile app, please save it to
your home screen by pressing the 'Add to
Home Screen' button and following the
instructions.

parishioners to join us at church beginning this week. You are welcome to
join us in person for the Tuesday 6:30 p.m. evening Mass and/or the
Friday 10:00 a.m. Mass. There will be no pre-registration. Just come but
note that our maximum number in the church, safely distanced remains at
74 persons. You will need to continue to wear your mask and sign in with
our Hospitality as you enter the rear parking lot doors. You are free to
select your seat in the church, being careful to sit in the open marked sets
and to social distnace yourself between 'bubbles of families'.  

WEEKDAY MASSES ~  We look forward to forward to welcoming

~  Our weekday Masses will not be LIVESTREAMING
livestreamed as we are giving our much needed volunteers a
break as they have been working tirelessly over the past
many months.  We will continue to livestream for special
celebrations (eg. funerals and baptisms).

If you know of anyone interested in helping out in this
livestreaming ministry, please call the parish office and
speak with Erwin Fung at ext'n # 258 or contact him at
efung@dol.ca 

https://dol-holyfamily.pllenty.com/
https://dol-holyfamily-mobile.pllenty.com/


Curb and gutter replaced from Hyde Park Rd. to Hibiscus Ave.
Replacement of all asphalt
Removal of concrete road
Replacing the watermain from East of  Woodborough St. to Hibiscus Ave.
Replacing some catch basins
Replacing sections of sidewalk
Replacing sections of curb

Commencing Monday, July 5, 2021 the City of London started working on the ‘Valetta St.
Improvement Project’, in our area to replace and improve the quality and reliability of water, sewer,
and road infrastructure from Hyde Park Rd. to Adevon Ave as the map to the right shows  the extent of
the project. Construction is anticipated to be completed by late fall 2021 with some minor resurfacing
asphalt work in 2022.

Once construction starts, the only access to the church parking lots will be from Deer Park Circle
(Deer Park Circle is accessed from Freele Street or Juniper Street, both of which run south from Oxford
Street). We hope and pray that it doesn’t take five months to complete, as they have suggested!

Pedestrians - In order to complete the work in a safe manner, Valetta Street will be closed. Local
pedestrians should exercise caution around construction sites and follow all construction signs.

Motorists - The street would remain open to local traffic only. There will be a few short-term
disruptions to driveway access at different points in the project.

Cyclists should exercise caution around construction sites and follow all construction signs.

Proposed work details

Some trees have been removed in preparation for this work, and new trees will be planted the
following year by the City.

The street would remain open to local vehicle traffic with a few possible disruptions to driveway
access at different points in the project. Lawns will be restored at the end of the project with topsoil
and sod.

Valetta St. Improvement Project




