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SUNDAY MASSES
Saturday at 5:00pm
Sunday at 8:30am, 

11:00am**, and 2:00pm 
**11:00 am Mass will not 

be livestreamed 

WEEKDAY MASSES
Tuesday at 6:30pm, 

Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 
at 10:00 am

The gospel narrative for this Sunday has Jesus comparing the
process of someone coming to a personal faith in Jesus, to
someone who is blind, receiving physical healing from him,
and even more, a life of abundance. I strongly encourage you
to spend time with this excerpt, Mark 10.46-52. The blind
man, Bartimaeus, first is discovered begging at the side of the
road. He is desolate, needy, perhaps even desperate. He is
not satisfied with his present state of life. He has a burning
desire for more.  When he hears that Jesus, the healer, the
Messiah, is near, he begs not for charity as an incapacitated
blind person, he cries out for help to the One who  is able to                 
                                                                                                             cont'd...
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A Message from Fr. Bob, cont'd ...
heal every ill. He throws off his ‘safety blanket’ and
risks letting go of his past for the opportunity for a
new future. Jesus hears his plea, calls him to
himself, and asks Bartimaeus to express his need.
Bartimaeus asks for the healing of his physical
blindness, but what he receives is much more. In
Jesus, he has found ‘the pearl of great price,’ and
he begins a new life of faith in Jesus. He becomes
a disciple of Jesus? The Holy Spirit is active in
Bartimaues' heart from the beginning to the end

 of this story. Can we give permission to the Holy Spirit to move sovereignly in us? Come, Holy Spirit!

This weekend, the Universal Church celebrates ‘World Mission Sunday’. It is a reminder to us of the primary
mission of the Church is to proclaim Jesus, and his saving work, to every person in every land. It is also a reminder
and invitation for us to be participants in supporting this primal vision of Jesus. Thank you for your prayers. Thank
you for your financial support.

This past Monday, October 18, our chief shepherd, Bishop Fabbro, issued a new pandemic directive, in concert
with the Holy Father’s request, and in solidarity with the Bishops of Canada. Bishop Fabbro states that all priests,
permanent deacons, Lay Ecclesial Ministers, employees and volunteers who work with vulnerable groups, be fully
vaccinated. Documentation of full vaccination will need to be submitted by October 18.  All staff members of Holy
Family Parish are supportive of this new directive. You can find a link to the Bishop’s letter and policy here...
http://www.forums.dionet.ca/parishbriefings/Shared%20Documents/2021-10-
October/2021%2010%2018%20Letter_Vaccination%20Policy%20and%20Vaccination%20Policy.pdf We will be
reaching out to all of our wonderful volunteers to assist them in this process. Lord, please help us to do your divine
will regarding the COVID virus, and help us to protect the vulnerable.

Finally, we rejoice to inform you that the grade two students and their parents have completed their formation for
the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Over the next few weeks, Fr. Jude and I will be celebrating this healing
sacrament with them. This same group will receive Jesus in the Eucharist for the first time before Christmas. A
group of young people will also be celebrating the completion of their Initiation into the Church, through the
Sacrament of Confirmation, also before Christmas. Thank you, Lord! Thank you, also, to Lisa Wright who
shepherds all of our formation processes!!

We are calling for new

volunteers to our Hospitality

Ministry to help us during our

weekday Masses, for Funerals

and Saturday confessions.

If interested, please email

Kelly at kwilson@dol.ca 

or call at X 201.
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Fr. Bob Remark 

discusses the 30th Sunday 

in Ordinary Time

Holy Family Parish - Fr. Bob Remark
 To listen to Fr. Bob's message go to: https://youtu.be/pK6zyyUvwlg

 

Alpha Youth
For high school youth and grade 8 students.

 
Your questions draw you closer to God 

than answers ever will.

Holy Family will be running Alpha 
starting October 20th, 

every Wednesday at 7:00pm online.

It’s not too late to register! 
Join us and sign up today!

 www.holyfamilylondon.ca/alphayouth
 

#AlphaYouthCanada #AlphaYouth #TryAlpha
#GotQuestions #MoreToLife #FaithTalk

#YouAreNotAlone
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Arise Women’s Retreat 
Registration is now open for women, ages 18 years old and older, to attend a unique online retreat hosted
by Holy Family Parish, in partnership with the Youth, Young Adult, and Family Ministry department at the
Diocese of London.
 

The ARISE Women’s Retreat will take place from Friday, November 5th, from 6:00pm until 10:00pm, and
Saturday, November 6th, from 9:30am until 4:30pm. Speakers include Heather Khym (Life Restoration);
Debbie Herbeck (Be Love Revolution); speaker and life coach, Mary Bielski; and Rachel Herbeck (ID.9:16).
 

Visit our website at  https://holyfamilylondon.tilmaplatform.com/events/arise-women-s-retreat-2021
 for more information and to register.
 

You will not want to miss this amazing opportunity to grow in your faith and gather with other women.

November 5 & 6, 2021



When Jesse Thistle was 3 years old, living in Saskatchewan, his Métis/Cree nuclear family fell apart due to his white
father being abusive to his mother. His father returned a while later, wanting to take Jesse and his 2 brothers to live
with him in Toronto. His mom consented, but they only made it to Sudbury. There, after robbing a series of
convenience stores, his father left Jesse and his brothers alone in the apartment and that was the last that he saw of
him. He entered CAS care followed by his grandparents gaining custody and taking them to Brampton where he
grew up. He recalls Christmas smells of butter tarts, thick cigarette smoke, laughter from white relatives, and Boney
M music playing. He had an orderly life at his grandparents but something was missing. Jesse could not put his
finger on it until later. That something was cultural dislocation.

Like others without nuclear parents and living outside of their community Jesse had no idea where he was or how
he fit in nor did he have any sense of himself as an Indigenous person. Jesse told others in high school that he was
Italian just to fit in. He was not sure if any one believed him but he tried to act like other Italians. He struggled
growing up, fighting a lot and he experimented with drugs, which led to him being kicked out of his grandparent’s
house and being homeless at twenty.

In 2011, when Jesse was off the streets for a few years, he discovered that he wasn’t alone in his childhood cultural
dislocation, frustration and imposter syndrome. The 60’s scoop, the millennial scoop, and residential schools have
given home and homelessness additional meaning from the Indigenous viewpoint. It is not about bricks and mortar
but about existing in the world without a meaningful sense of home, themselves or connection to their birth
parents. It is about cultural homelessness and becoming homeless in childhood.

Jesse told of a now adult, Joe, being terribly abused in a series of foster homes that he fled, hitch hiking to Thunder
Bay in search of and then finding his mother. She rejected him, refused to hug him, told him that he was better off
where he came from, and to never contact her or her family again. He encountered a going home homelessness. At
age 18 Joe had a mental health breakdown and was housed in a mental health institution for a few years before
being released onto the streets with no home, no family, no friends, and no institutional support. He had aged out
of child care and had no where to go.

In 1997 when Jesse was kicked out of his grandparents house he had begun his homeless career living in a car on
the banks of the Fraser River in B.C.. Joe’s story is far more tragic, but Jesse noticed that the endless ...      cont'd

Jesse Thistle is an award winning academic and bestselling author, “From the Ashes”. He also knows what it’s

like to live in a car, go to jail just to receive healthcare and teach yourself to read in your 30’s. Jesse’s

personal journey led to a new definition of Indigenous homelessness that has revolutionized the way

governments, academics, and activists think about it’s causes. Jesse’s talk was to help us to understand home

and homelessness from an Indigenous perspective.

SESSION # 6 - Home and Homelessness 

from an Indigenous Perspective.



search for love came to mark both of their lives. Joe came to depend on drugs and alcohol to numb his spirit- a
poly addiction that persisted for almost 2 homeless decades. Jesse’s addictions lasted almost as long. When Joe
and Jesse last were in contact they had 15 years of sobriety between the 2 of them.

With help from mental health specialists through CAMH and reconnecting with the land and the Creator, Joe told
him, he was able to recover, get housed and stay off the streets for good. He also helped others who are
homeless by taking them out on the land and rekindling connection to Creator through cultural teachings and
would give them food and money whenever he could afford. In this way, Joe’s benevolence and charity is
helping bring others back into the circle. Joe’s homelessness as with many residential school and 60’s scoop
survivors was really a total disconnection of spirit brought to bear by harmful colonial institutions that tried and
failed to assimilate them into Canadian society. Beyond this it was also about compounding trauma and an
inability to connect.

Learning to love and trust are skills to be learned from your mother and father and cannot be learned in their
absence. Dislocation of spirit and family also creates an imbalance of healthy mental faculties Jessie believes,
which manifests into readable psychological disorders from repeated bouts of trauma, racism and exclusion.
These exclusions leave sufferers feeling like they don’t belong anywhere, can’t navigate society, feeling like they
never have the right conditions to survive, or have a mind racked by traumatic memories and are never centred
and confident in their own lives.

Homelessness is about loss of kin, no meaningful connection to the land and having no where to go after aging
out of the system. It is more than the common colonialist definition of lacking a structure of habitation and is
more fully described and understood through a composite lens of Indigenous world views. These Include: water,
place, family, kin, each other, animals, cultures, languages, and identities. Importantly, Indigenous people
experiencing these kinds of homelessness cannot cultural, spiritually, emotionally, or physically reconnect with
their Indigeneity or lost relationships.

All my relations is a phrase encompassing the view that all things are connected, linked to their families,
communities, the lands they inhabit and the ancestors ho came before them. Therefore, all beings – animate
and inanimate- are viewed as worthy or respect of a purpose are related.

In finding home and addressing homelessness, reconnecting is key – to their history, culture, relationships, and
who they are.
Isn’t it time that we:

Truth & Reconciliation cont'd...

1) Build housing programs that value and protect these fragments of life that make up home that Indigenous 
     people all recognize.
2) We put relationships first alongside the revolutionary benefits of housing first to permanently house our 
     relatives still wandering homeless outside the circle.
3) Focus on re-embedding Indigenous folks back into the web of all my relations and give Indigenous 
     programs the money they need to do the hard work of reconnecting and rehousing.



Sacraments

For more information on Baptism, First
Reconciliation, First Eucharist, Confirmation,

or R.C.I.A.  (Rite of Christian Initiation of
Adults), please contact Lisa Wright at

lwright@dol.ca or X 266.

If you would like to get married in the Catholic Church and would like to learn more ,
your inquiry will be most welcome. We are thrilled for the opportunity to welcome
you to the Holy Family Parish community and are eager to be of assistance to you as
you prepare for your lives together. Please contact Kelly wilson at kwilson@dol.ca 
or X 201

As we head into the final months of 2021, we wanted to give you a brief update on Parish
finances as of September 30, 2021.

Year-to date, Sunday Offertory giving is almost $70,000 behind what your Finance Council had 

Third Quarter Financial Update - 

approved for the 2021 budget. As a result, our year-to-date operating deficit is $47,900, and, if not for the $97,000
that we have received from the federal governments wage subsidy program (CEWS) so far this year, our overall
parish deficit would be much larger. On the positive side, our operating expenses are $38,900 less than we had
forecasted.

In the last three months of this year, our budget shows that almost 30% of our annual offertory giving, or $237,000
is expected. In addition, this period also anticipates $26,000 for the Thanksgiving Appeal and $38,000 for Christmas.
That is our reality today, and we very much appreciate you giving what you can towards these goals. 

As a result of the pandemic, and the many new 'interesting' trends that have resulted from it, moving forward with
our plans to support our Vision and Mission has never been more critical. Through pre-authorized giving, our on-
line payment platform "Pllenty", and Interac e-transfers, it has never been easier to facilitate giving to Holy Family.
Yes, we still use envelopes, and we understand that it is the preferred method of giving for many parishioners. We
fully support that. Until we are fully open though, envelopes can be somewhat of a giving barrier to those who don't
regularly attend mass. We would be pleased to speak with you if you have any questions about how you give.
Please contact Tim Firth at 519-472-0057, ext'n 224.

We are truly blessed to be entrusted with God's gifts that you share with us. 

by Tim Firth, Mission support Team Lead



Any chance you're asking how you can make a difference right now when there's
so much need? Our parish can help with that!!

Our annual Thanksgiving Appeal is the one time in the year when ALL your giving
stays in the parish. Yes - 100% of every dollar that's given to the Appeal stays here,
working towards achieving our Vision and Mission.

We are truly blessed and grateful for your support!

Please make note of this "Thanksgiving Appeal" donation on your offertory
envelope or when making your weekly offertory donation on-line at https://dol-
holyfamily.pllenty.com/

If you have any further questions, please contact Tim Firth, Mission Support Team
Lead at tfirth@dol.ca or call him at (519 472-0057, X 224.

World Mission Sunday ~ October 24, 2021
 World Mission Sunday has been celebrated since 1926 as a universal parish              
 encounter to bring spiritual and material assistance to those who long for the love 
of Christ.  

Help us to ensure Catholic Missions get the support they need through a special
missionary  collection held this Sunday, October 24.

Pope Francis calls us on World Mission Sunday to be "missionaries of hope" and to
celebrate   "prayer" and "sharing" for the poor and marginalized in more than 1200
dioceses. As we pray in the spirit of the Eucharist on World Mission Sunday we can
rejoice in our unity as missionaries  forming disciples of Jesus.

Please click  here to read a message from Bishop Fabbro about this year’s World
Mission Sunday (WMS), which will be observed on October 24, 2021.
http://www.forums.dionet.ca/parishbriefings/Shared%20Documents/2021-10-
October/2021%2010%2004%20Letter_World%20Mission%20Sunday.pdf
 

For more information about the missionary nature of our universal church, contact
Deacon Dave  Robertso n, Mission Director, Diocese of London - (519) 488-0846 -
missionoffice@dol.ca 

 

Use the QR code
below to scan on your smartphone camera. it will redirect you to our new
mobile donation web application. After you scan the QR code and see the
mobile app, please save it to your home screen by pressing the 'Add to Home
Screen' button and following the instructions.

Annual Thanksgiving Appeal
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WEEKDAY MASSES

Our weekday Masses will not be
livestreamed , however, we will
continue to livestream for
special celebrations (eg:
funerals and baptisms).

If you know anyone interested
in helping out with this
livestreaming ministry, please
call the parish office and speak
to Marilyn Buggy at ext'n 265 or
contact her at mbuggy@dol.ca

We continue to welcome all parishioners and visitors to join us at church in-person
weekday Masses. For the most up to date information, please see our website at
https://holyfamilylondon.ca/.  There is no pre-registration and our maximum
capacity remains at 74 persons in the church.  Continue to wear your mask and sign-
in with our Hospitality as you enter the rear parking lot doors. 

We welcome all to Confessions, held here each Saturday starting at 11:00 a.m.
There is no pre-registration but kindly continue to wear your mask upon entering
the building. Our Hospitality will greet you as you enter the rear parking lot doors,
ensure a COVID tracing sign-in and safe distancing while you wait to see one of our
priests.

We welcome all who will gather with us in the church building; 
we also welcome all who gather with us online. 

We love to see you here at Mass, however if you are not able to join us in person,
then join us online by following the "Join Online" link on the parish website at
holyfamilylondon.ca to be part of the live-streamed Masses at 5:00p.m., 8:30a.m.,
and 2:00p.m. only. 

Click on the “Join in Person” button on the main page of our website. It will bring you to a list of
Mass times.  
Using the grey scroll bar on the right side of the page, scroll to the time of Mass you wish to book
for that particular Saturday/Sunday.  
Click on the orange “Register” button and it will indicate how many seats are left. Choose the #
of seats you want. 
Again, click on the orange “Register” button and fill out your first and last name. Then enter your
email and confirm it once again before the orange “Register” button is highlighted.  
A final click of that register button will send a confirmation to your email for that weekend.  

To attend a weekend Mass, (Saturday at 5:00p.m. and Sunday at 8:30a.m., 11:00a.m., or 2:00p.m.) 
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
If you aren't able to register online, kindly call Claudette McLeod at ext'n #222.

When arriving for the weekend Masses, the doors will be open 45 minutes before Mass time. Please
enter through the rear parking lot doors only.
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OFFICE DIRECTORY 

CHRISTINA BAHATI*
Praise & Worship Leader - 2pm Mass
cbahati@dol.ca

STEVE BALDINELLI (ext'n #261)
Building & Property Coordinator
sbaldinelli@dol.ca

MARILYN BUGGY (ext'n #265)
Coordinator of Digital Media & 
& Online Engagement 
mbuggy@dol.ca

ERWIN FUNG*  (ext'n #258)
Discipleship Formation Team Lead
efung@dol.ca

TIM FIRTH* (ext'n #224)
Mission Support Team Lead
tfirth@dol.ca

GERTRUD HOCKE (Volunteer)
Bible Study Coordinator
gertrud.holyfamily@gmail.com

DEACON TOM MACLEOD
tmacleod@dol.ca

CLAUDETTE MCLEOD (ext'n #222)
Part-time Secretary
cmcleod@dol.ca

FR. JUDE OGBENNA, C.S.Sp. (ext'n #226)
Parochial Vicar
jogbenna@dol.ca

BARB MILANOVIC (Volunteer)
Life Groups Coordinator
hfplifegroups@dol.ca

FR. BOB REMARK* (ext'n #228)
Pastor 
rremark@dol.ca

ANNE SANDERSON (ext'n #229)
Bookkeeper
asanderson@dol.ca

KELLY WILSON (ext'n #201)
Receptionist/Secretary
kwilson@dol.ca

LISA WRIGHT (ext'n #266)
Sacramental Preparation Coordinator
lwright@dol.ca

*Senior  Leadership Team
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