
of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe, our gospels prepare us
for the coming of the end of the world. Jesus himself will come in
clouds and the entire world population will see him. Then begins the
transformation of a new heaven and a new earth. “But about that day
or hour no one knows, neither the Angels in heaven, nor the Son, but
only the Father (Mark 13.32).” The best way to prepare for that great
and glorious day, it seems, is to be ready and vigilant each day of our
lives. First, if anyone claims to have some unique insight into the day
when the Lord is coming, it is wrong. Don’t pay any attention. Don’t
worry about it. Worry does not come from the Lord. Only the Father
knows about that day, and he isn’t telling anyone! Second, by placing
our trust in the Lord, and living lives of holiness and goodness, we are
assured that the Lord will come to save us, and take us to the place
prepared for us since the foundation of the world.

continued on inside cover

A Message from 
Fr. Bob Remark, Pastor

As the Universal Church approaches the end of the
liturgical year next weekend, with the Solemnity 
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This weekend, two amazing young adults, Fredy Valderrama
and Laura Nandin, will offering a testimony of their faith in
Jesus. They will share experiences of their life and how they
encountered the Lord, which changed the trajectory of their
lives. As a result, they are now missionary disciples for Catholic
Christian Outreach, a ministry to make disciples on university
campuses. They begin in Vancouver in early 2022. If you have a
heart for supporting disciple-making, perhaps you might
consider helping to support them and their ministry.

Red Wednesday, November 17, 2021. Christian minorities all
over the world are suffering persecution of all kinds, more and
more every day. At present, more thank 327 million Christians
face some kind of systemic persecution or discrimination
affecting their daily lives, and in many cases, the simple act of
practicing their faith puts their very lives at risk. Therefore, we
are invited to stand up for religious freedom as we illuminate
churches, cathedrals and other buildings in red to represent
the blood of martyrs. (Living with Christ November 2021 - Vol.
27,  NO. 11). For more information: acn-canada.org.

Come, Holy Spirit!   

A Message from Fr. Bob Remark, Pastor, cont'd

Father Bob talks about how the liturgical season 

is changing and what to expect.

https://youtu.be/wmJtzglLSXE



Bishop Jon Hansen came to his calling through the community life of Redemptorist priests that he came to know
growing up. Their charism spoke to him. It was to evangelize and to be evangelized by the poor, and not
necessarily the financially poor, but those on the outside fringes of life, who had been marginalized, who didn’t
have a voice, who had been put aside for some reason. His heart was called to be out on the fringes with them.

The Diocese of Mackenzie - Fort Smith covers 1.5 million square kilometres. The majority of the population is
Indigenous – primarily the Dene, Métis and Inuvialuit . People there have a long history – over 4000 years, while
the church has a relatively short history. First contact began in the 19th century with trade as the main goal. Along
with trade came the introduction of disease, alcohol, and tobacco. Along with the traders came the first
missionaries. In the most northerly part of the diocese, the church is only about 100 years old and the first
experience of missionary presence was really quite benign. Missionaries came with a message of the gospel but
they came very unsuited to the territory. They didn’t know how to dress, what kind of houses to live in or how to
travel so they relied in every way on the experience and kindness of the local people. The cultures shared with
each other - medicine, religion. Religion was taken in and the Indigenous people used what worked for them and
left behind what did not. As trade became more solidified people became more dependent on things being
brought in from Europe and from the new technologies. As more people began to arrive the missionaries also
followed that trend and the influx of missionaries from Europe to the North grew dramatically, and because of
that the balance of power shifted setting the stage for residential schools.

Bishop Hansen came to the North and initially to Inuvik with a desire to do something good – to be present.
Shortly before he came, the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) had been hosting reconciliation events
across Canada and one of these had happened in Inuvik. He was was becoming more and more familiar with the
residential schools and the legacy that had come out of them – the severe trauma, the children that had been
removed from their families, the loss of their culture and their language. He had a sense that at the TRC events
where there were sharing of stories , promises made, celebrations at the end and where there had been a coming
together, although very difficult, the traumas had been faced and overcome. He thought that now there would be
a new era moving forward for Indigenous peoples, the church, and Canadians as a whole. He felt that during his
time in Inuvik that things were quiet and calm and that this was a sign that people had been healed. 

When he was moved to his current diocese of Mackenzie - Fort Smith it was a different experience. The
honeymoon ended. There was an undercurrent of unsettledness and then Covid. To be able to travel in the North,
it is everything, and for 2 whole years they were not able to meet as a diocese. Then there was the discovery of the
unmarked graves in Kamloops and the other discoveries in the west throughout the summer. These were
described in the media as unmarked graves of children.  We did not really have the evidence at the time    cont'd
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families or their communities, died, and thrown into the ground and forgotten. What this did, was, while, the
TRC really looked at the wounds of the residential schools, these discoveries and the narrative tore off the scab
of the trauma of the residential schools. As difficult as it was to hear the truth, (and we are still grappling with
that and there is still much of which we are not aware) until we are ready to go down the road of discovering
more truth, then reconciliation really is impossible. The TRC got us started but it was the children of Kamloops
and the other graves that have put the pressure on the hard work that is yet to be done.

What can we do? The discovery of the grave sites in Kamloops was like a bomb. What do you do after a bomb
goes off? For a while there is chaos. Unless you are a trained paramedic or a trained firefighter, you really don’t
know how to respond to a bomb blast. Catholics across the country felt betrayed. Many were hearing about this
for the first time or if they had it had not made the same impression as a child’s grave would leave. This image
of lost children finally pulled back the covers on a history that we had either been ignorant of or we had been in
denial of. Now it is up to us to decide how it will affect the future, how we will be part of the narrative going
forward.

The disruption to Indigenous culture by colonialism, by the church in it’s partnership with the government in
residential schools, cannot be overestimated. Intergenerational trauma is seen symptomatically in the abuse of
alcohol and drugs. Ongoing poverty – poverty in education, poverty in opportunity, and poverty in health care
continues. Overt racism, especially in the urban centres is experienced by Indigenous people each and every
day. They have a loss of hope in the future, there is despair all around and that is seen in suicide rates. The
media is essential in bringing awareness but also has focused on the most negative stories. Very little attention
is paid to the stories of hope, and this is needed. The positive for Bishop Hansen is the people. They remind him
of their love of God and the church. Their spirituality is so explicit-out there for all to see. People want to heal,
forgive, and move forward. As Indigenous move forward and are sharing their stories, more people across
Canada are willing to listen. The church is changing. It is starting to acknowledge it’s sinfulness. Slow
movement forward but it is moving. It still has a role to play in the north and is needed, but it must be different.
It’s role is not to bring Christ, but to be a peaceful presence that reminds people that God is already in their
midst. God has never been away from them and He is a part of their journey and always has been. His role as a
missionary is to point out what God is already doing and to point out His goodness. By our own baptism we are
all called to be missionaries.

This series has been one of Calls to Action of the TRC – education about the residential schools and all of the
issues around them. Share what you have learned, when you hear prejudice – silence is consent – so speak up
when you can in a peaceful, Christian way. If you are interested in a more deliberate exposure to Indigenous
culture, seek out people in the community who can assist with that bridge to knowledge in continuing to
connect and heal with our Indigenous sisters and brothers.

 

Truth & Reconciliation cont'd...

and he is not questioning the facts of that but the narrative was that these were children
taken from their homes who had attended residential schools, never were reunited with their 



We live in a digital world, and what a wonderfully engaging world
it is! The pandemic has provided us with many opportunities to
expand our digital outreach at Holy Family, and we have adapted
our method for mission to match the demands of the digital age. 

When COVID-19 first shut us down in March 2020, we ran out and
bought a video camera to live-stream our masses. We then
taught ourselves how to launch a YouTube channel and the ins
and outs of keeping it running. We subsequently invested more
than $65,000 in state of the art live-streaming equipment and
technology, and that has had a tremendously positive impact on
our ability to reach our community. We were blessed with almost
100% financial support from our parishioners for this! Thank you! 

Fast forward to the present. Our time in 'the booth' (otherwise
known as Fr. Jude's confessional) has outlived its practical 
usefulness. We are so grateful to our Audio/Visual Ministry folks

Living in a Digital World
 Financially Supporting 

an Expanded Audio-Visual Booth 

in the sanctuary and the live-stream broadcast. This kind of technology requires more than one operator to do it
properly. 

We need your help!$!

There are several costs involved in bringing our systems up to date. We are thankful that we are still in a position to
operate, but the reality is that Offertory giving is currently 15% below forecast. Our renovations are going to cost
$20,000 and we are also spending $26,000 to replace our wireless microphones that the Priests and Deacons use in
the sanctuary. You may have noticed recently that the sound has been cutting out - a result of equipment that has
run its course and an issue with the radio frequencies over which they are broadcasted. 

Recent research has indicated that upwards of 20% of pre-COVID attendance will be negatively impacted by the
pandemic. In other words, people are staying home. With that in mind, it is critical that our digital outreach be
excellent so that we can remain engaged with as many parishioners as possible. We all know what’s it’s like to click
on a poorly recorded YouTube video - we want to avoid that. 

The digital world is the new mission field. In Matthew 28:19, Jesus tells his disciples to “Go and make disciples of all
nations,” and that is what we intend to do! 

 

We thank you, in advance, for your generosity.

for their dedication in bringing us together online. The time has come when we need more space to be able to offer
the best content available to our congregation both physically in the church as well as online. To that end, we have
hired an outside contractor to expand 'the booth' so that it can accommodate three operators. Our new digital
presentation system, Pro Presenter, will allow us to simultaneously display lyrics, mass parts, etc., on the screens 

Please call Tim Firth at extension 224 if you have any questions, 
and as always, all donations are tax deductible.



We are calling for new
volunteers to our Hospitality
Ministry to help us during our
weekday Masses, for Funerals

and Saturday confessions.
If interested, please email
Kelly at kwilson@dol.ca 

or call X 201.

We continue to welcome
you to record the names
of your beloved dead in

the book of the Names of
the Dead during the

month of November. 
This book is found near

the Tabernacle.

We welcome all to
Confessions, 

offered here each Saturday 
starting at 11:00 a.m. 

There is no pre-registration,
however kindly continue to

wear your mask 
upon entering the building.
 Our Hospitality Team will
greet you as you enter the

rear parking lot doors,
ensure a COVID tracing sign-
in and safe distancing while

you wait to see one of our
priests.

We continue to welcome
all parishioners
 and visitors to join us at
church in-person
weekday Masses. For
the most up to date 

ATTENTION HIGH SCHOOL
STUDENTS  

Are you looking for
volunteer hours? Would you
be interested in helping out

with our livestreaming
ministry, please call 

The Living with Christ Sunday
Missals are now available for sale by

calling the aprish office or
purchasing a copy in the narthex

while attending Mass from the in the
narthex - $5.00 each.

The 2022 Offertory Envelopes are also available by asking a
Hospitality member when you arrive for Mass or by calling

the parish office during the week. If there is not  a set of
envelopes prepared, then please let us know.  Anne, our

bookkeeper would be happy to assign a set for you.  
Please note the envelopes numbers were once again

reassigned for the coming year.

The Annual Priest Pension Fund is being held this weekend.
Please give generously.  All monies collected will be

professionally and independently stewarded by the St. John
the Evangelist Pension Fund society to benefit our retired
priests/ collection envelopes are available in the narthex.

information, please see our website at
https://holyfamilylondon.ca/. There is no pre-
registration and our maximum capacity remains at
74 persons in the church. Continue to wear your
mask and sign-in with our Hospitality as you enter
the rear parking lot doors. 

The Knights of
Columbus council will

be selling their 
Chrismas cards in the

Mother of Peace Room 

after Masses the weekends of November 20-21, 
Nov. 27-28 and Dec 3-4. 

Please show them your support and 
Keep Christ in Christmas.

https://holyfamilylondon.ca/


Permanent Diaconate Ordination
In thanksgiving to God and on behalf of the
parishioners of Holy Family Parish we congratulate
the six men on the Ordination to the Permanent
Diaconate this weekend. 

World Day of the Poor
The 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time, November 14,
2021 marks the fifth World Day of the Poor, which
was established by Pope Francis in 2017. The
members of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul
(SSVP) in your parish promote awareness and work
hard to help address the needs of those who are
poor. We invite you to learn more about the SSVP in
your parish/area and discover how you might be
able to assist them in their work. Consider making a
donation so that they may respond to the needs of
others. You can donate directly to your local
Conference or Particular Council or direct your
generous gift to them using the donation form at
this link, A reminder there is always a need for
donations of clothing and used items by calling the 
 London SSVP store at (519) 438-7071.

‘Come and See’ Discernment Weekend 
at the Seminary

A discernment in-person retreat for men age 17
years old and older that are considering a call to the
priesthood from November 19 to November 21.
Proof of  double vaccination required. Experience
firsthand the life of a seminarian, spiritual help
provided and the opportunity to meet current
seminarians and faculty. Please contact Fr. Danny
Santos at vocations@dol.ca for more information,
or go to www.dolpriest.ca/registration to register. 

World Youth Day in Particular Churches– 
Mass with Bishop Fabbro

Young people and their families are invited to
celebrate Mass with Bishop Fabbro on Sunday,
November 21, 2021 at 5:00 p.m., in St. Peter’s
Cathedral Basilica.  Pre-register to attend or watch
via livestream  by contacting  Alexandria Fung,
Family and Youth Ministry Specialist, at
familyandyouthministry@dol.ca

BEYOND THE PARISH...WITHIN OUR PARISH...

A HUGE SHOUT OUT TO...
Rebecca Hughes, Wes and Gabby
Folsom and Richard & Cathy
Vandierendonck from our parish
for your help on Friday!!

You will notice that the hymnals have returned to the pews
and what does that mean?

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, we can sing again to the Lord!
Of course, our masks still stay on while we sing to the Lord. 

CHILDREN'S CHURCH 

AT HOLY FAMILY!

celebrate and keep young children engaged, Sundays holy,
and celebrated by everyone in your family. 

Every weekend, check out our parish website at
https://holyfamilylondon.ca/childrenschurch/
for prayers, videos, activity, colouring sheets, and more!

If you are home and watching our
Masses via live-streaming, 
we have resources, all related to
the Sunday readings to help 

Please pray for those who are in need of
healing and peace...
Sebastian Kahnert, Anna & John Del Ben,
Gary Toner, Ilin Nasra and Margaret Wilson.
Please pray for those who have died...

John Pegg and Choy Wong Won

We love to see you here at Mass, however
if you are not able to join us in person,
then join us online by following the "Join
Online" link on the parish website at
www.holyfamilylondon.ca to be part of
the live-streamed Masses at 5:00p.m., 

8:30a.m., and 2:00p.m. only. To register to attend in
person, click on the  "Register" button or call Claudette at
X 222. when arriving for Mass , our doors open 45 minutes
before Mass time. Kindly check in with our hospitality
ministers, wearing a mask at all times.

https://holyfamilylondon.ca/childrenschurch/
http://holyfamilylondon.ca/



