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A Message from 
Fr. Bob Remark, Pastor 

Jesus, in Mark’s excerpt of the gospel this weekend, is caught
observing people in the synagogue. Particularly, he is sitting
near the treasury watching the amount of money that people
are contributing to the collection. A bit unnerving I would say.
What catches his attention is a widow who contributes two
small copper coins, the equivalent of a penny. Then he teaches
his disciples, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more
than all those who are contributing to the treasury. For all of
them have contributed out of their abundance; but she out of
her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on
(Mark 12.43-44)”.   From Old Testament roots, the God of
abundance has expected that in gratitude his people would
return the first portion of their abundance to God. It was a sign
of both their indebtedness to God, and also a sign of their trust
and faith in God: that he would provide all that they needed.
Christian disciples continue in this well-established tradition of
gratitude and generosity.   A big thank you to all who have so
generously supported Holy Family in so many ways, including
financially. In particular, I am grateful to those who have not
yet returned to in-person Sunday mass, yet continue to support
the mission of our parish. You will not be surprised to know that
even the COVID-19 restrictions and protocols over the last 18
months have not frustrated our outreach and ministry to
families and faith. Thank you for your continued support on
which we so greatly depend.                                                      cont'd...
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A Message from Fr. Bob Remark, Pastor, cont'd
This past Friday, we reached out to members of the Catholic Women’s League, Knights of Columbus and the St.
Vincent de Paul Society, inviting them to consider reconvening their meetings in-person at the church. We feel 
that it is now safe to do so, given the directives and protocols that both the Province of Ontario and Bishop 
Fabbro have issued. That includes proof of double vaccination and the list of meeting participants for contact
tracing purposes. We hope and pray that we will continue to ‘open up’ our building with the coming months. 
We do not yet know about our Christmas situation, whether we will be able to open up our 6 Christmas liturgies
beyond our COVID capacity of 74 guests per mass, or not. Having said that, we will post in next week’s issue of 
the Overview, when our online registration process will open up.

This week I was sent a link to a documentary film produced by the Knights of Columbus this year, entitled,
“Enduring Faith: The Story of Native American Catholicism”. It follows the remarkable history of the relationship
between the Indigenous People of North America and Catholic Missionaries who came to this ‘New World’ in the
15th Century. For me, it put the entire matter of the Reconciliation process with our Indigenous sisters and
brothers into right perspective. The live stream video is about 110 minutes. Here is the link.
https://www.kofc.org/un/en/news-room/enduring-faith/.  I would be pleased to hear of your feedback after
viewing the documentary. A big thanks to our Knights for investing in this inspirational and historical piece.
Talking about the Knights, in their November 2021 issue of ‘Columbia’, there is an article featuring Sherry Weddell,
entitled, “The Path of Discipleship”. As we have heard and continue to hear, Holy Family takes seriously Jesus’
command to make disciples. Ask one of our Knights about the feature article or google it online, at Columbia
Magazine. It is excellent!

Fr. Bob Remark reflects 
on the Gospel for this 

Sunday's Mass. 
He talks about a widow 

who has nothing 
but gives everything she had,

all she had to live on.

Listen to his talk here... https://youtu.be/ONL5JQ1l0oc

https://www.kofc.org/un/en/news-room/enduring-faith/


Holy Family Parish is grateful to be able to provide enriching disciple-making
tools fo our community to grow in love, knowledge, and faith. Alpha, Life in the
Spirit, Bible Studies, and Life Groups are just some of the ways that we have been
able to connect and journey together over the years. Our online platform has
changed the way we are able to reach one another. 

We are connecting for fellowship, Mass, and sacramental preparation
online and what a gift it has been! 

If you have been blessed by Holy Family, would you consider supporting our mission so that we can 
continue to offer all that we can to help us grow stronger together in Christ? 

There are several financial costs in technical support which help us stay online as well as in person. Your financial
generosity allows us to continue to provide opportunities for growth and community as well as create new
channels for outreach in a world that is hungry for the purpose and meaning that only a relationship with Jesus can
bring. 
 

If you would like to donate, there are a few ways that can occur. You can click on the QR
code to the right  or posted in the building, send an Interac e-transfer to (hfparish@dol.ca), 
call the office, or visit our website at www.holyfamilylondon.ca/giving for more details.
 

We are so grateful for your support. May God bless you!

Annual Thanksgiving Appeal
Any chance you're asking how you can make a difference right now when there's so
much need? Our parish can help with that!!

Our annual Thanksgiving Appeal is the one time in the year when ALL your giving stays in
the parish. Yes - 100% of every dollar that's given to the Appeal stays here, working
towards achieving our Vision and Mission.

Please make note of this "Thanksgiving Appeal" donation on your offertory envelope or when making your weekly
offertory donation on-line at https://dol-holyfamily.pllenty.com/

If you have any further questions, please contact Tim Firth, Mission Support Team Lead at tfirth@dol.ca or call him
at (519 472-0057, X 224. 

We, the people of the Diocese of London, are thankful for all that our priests do for us. We are determined to care
for them in their elder years, as they have cared for us.

Please give generously. Every dollar collected will be professionally and independently stewarded by the St. John
the Evangelist Pension Fund Society to benefit our retired priests. 

Priest Pension Fund - 2021 Annual Collection 
 November 13/14
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SESSION # 8 -  Truth &

Reconciliation with Archbishop

Murray Chatlain 

Most Rev. Murray Chatlain, Archbishop of the Diocese of Keewatin-Le Pas

The Most Reverend Murray Chatlain is the Archbishop of the Achdiocese for Keewatin-Le Pas, an area that serves
the northern half of Manitoba and Saskatchewan. There are 50 parishes in the Archdiocese. Baptisms, marriages,
confirmations are performed, often combining traditional spirituality with Catholic traditions. Some of the
Indigenous young people are involved in praying the rosary as part of their combining traditional spirituality with
Catholic traditions. There is a sense of togetherness with the chiefs and the priests in serving the people of the
community as they work towards common community goals. Spirituality is very important to the northern
people. The drum is sacred and is used for praying as well as for hand games and tea dances. Archbishop Murray
has the image of the drum on his coat of arms as a sign of its importance.

Another part of the spirituality of the people is that they believe that the presence of animals is very important.
Whenever they are present, God is having them reveal themselves to us for a purpose; that often animals have a
sign for us. When Archbishop Murray was praying about whether he would accept the invitation to become the
Archbishop of the north, he attended a retreat in southern Saskatchewan. After what he described as really
sweating whether to accept or not, he was driving back from the retreat centre and a flock of swans flew over the
retreat centre just as he was leaving. Then, as he got to the highway, the swans led him up the highway about 5-6
kilometres. For him, this was such an important sign that convinced him that he was indeed being called by God
to serve as the Archbishop. This sign and it’s importance was something that he learned from the Indigenous
peoples.

The Indigenous people will ask for blessings on the land. The elders, who are very important to the community
will say that when you spend too much time in the city or town, the land misses you. We need to remember that
the rock and the water have been there long, long before us and they have much to teach us. That sense of the
land goes very deep – it is not a little thing at all. The communities have so much physical beauty in the land and
then conversely, physical, emotional, and spiritual pain from historical trauma is expressed in addictions –
alcohol, crystal meth; violence in the communities and the families and a lack of hope seen in high rates of
suicide. The Indigenous people need physical and emotional help but also need spiritual help to bring a sense of
self worth and purpose.

TRC Calls to Action and the Catholic Church
8 Themes and how the Catholic Church has been trying to respond thus far:

1) United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples - Letters were sent to the Government of
Canada to adopt and accept the principles of the UN declaration. The Canadian Government had been hesitant
(approximately 15 years before passing a Bill) but has now accepted this as a charter for how to work with
Indigenous peoples in our country.



Truth & Reconciliation cont'd...

illegal to practice Indigenous spirituality. The Catholic Churches and other churches had a role in not appreciating
and even disparaging Indigenous spirituality. That has changed. When Pope John Paul II came to Canada in 1984,
a drum that was played for him, he was smudged with sacred herbs and other features of Indigenous spirituality
were incorporated as part of the welcoming ceremony. The Catholic Church has been trying to offer respect,
honour and to educate ourselves more about Indigenous spirituality. It is important to seek out practices that
might be open to non-Indigenous people in our area – to go and participate.

3) The Repudiation of 'Doctrine of Discovery' - Actually, this never was a piece of Catholic doctrine but some
‘Papal Bulls,’ or less significant documents issued from the Pope were problematic. These were officially
repudiated by Rome, but were unfairly used by colonizers to justify their taking of land. The dishonest claims of a
so-called Doctrine of Discovery have been misused for Canadian legal purposes in the past. The Catholic Church
continues to repudiate this understanding of these particular Papal Bulls.

4) Papal Apology - The Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) was asking for a Papal visit to Canada within a
year’s time of the 2015 publication of the Commission Recommendations. It is a complex process to invite the
Pope to Canada. A delegation will be meeting with Pope Francis this year, from December 17- 20. The delegation is
comprised of elders, survivors of residential schools and young people, along with government officials to serve as
witnesses. A formal invitation has been offered to Pope Francis to come to Canada in 2022. The Bishops of Canada
are suggesting to the Pope that a formal apology by him would be appropriate. We wait to hear what he will
actually say. 

5) Cemeteries - We have known about unmarked graves at the residential schools since the TRC hearings and
report. However, the recent Kamloops ‘discovery’ of unmarked graves and subsequent findings, that have been
highlighted in the media, was an awakening for many Canadians.

6) Education - Becoming more aware and knowledgeable of our history and what is happening today with
Indigenous people in Canada is an ongoing process. By attending informational series such as this one at St.
George Church, and providing summaries for parishioners is important in the ongoing education of Canadians and
Catholics.

7) Permanent Funding - Canadian bishops have made a financial commitment of $30 million to support the work
of healing and reconciliation. Every diocese in Canada is making an effort to support this fund-raising effort.
Canadians continue to have an increased understanding of the issues, see the importance of them, and see that
they own a certain responsibility for reconciliation.

8) Covenant of Reconciliation - The Catholic Church is participating in a group called ‘Our Lady of Guadalupe
Circle’. It is comprised of survivors of residential schools, representatives from the major Indigenous groups, and
the churches – Catholic, Anglican, Presbyterian, United churches and a few other church representatives - as they
realize that the reconciliation process is ongoing. The members are engaged in renewing and fostering
relationships between the Catholic Church and Indigenous peoples in Canada.

Some of Archbishop Murray’s closing comments. “I think our attitude is really, really important. ….. God has
blessed us. God loves us. He is working in us and we come to Him to work together.”

“Someone much bigger than us is at work. We need to know the Creator God, Father, Son and Spirit – He is with us;
God is working. The sense that something much bigger than us is working, gives us confidence and hope.”

        2) Indigenous Spirituality -The negative parts of our history is when the government made it 



We are calling for new

volunteers to our Hospitality

Ministry to help us during our

weekday Masses, for Funerals

and Saturday confessions.

If interested, please email Kelly

at kwilson@dol.ca 

or call X 201.

Flu season is upon us. Please consider getting immunized against

the flu. If you do become unwell, please stay home and take care

of yourself. Join us then online by following the link on our parish

website at www.holyfamilylondon.ca 

As well, some folks are very sensitive to scented products, such as

cologne or perfume, so please try to refrain from wearing them

when in large groups i.e. at Mass or other parish functions.

According to an old tradition, Catholics may offer a

contribution to a priest and request an intention for a 
particular Mass.  This invites the faithful into a deeper celebration of the Eucharist by uniting their sacrifice

with that of Christ. It also helps compensate the minister for his work. Because of this latter reason, the

contribution is called a "stipend'. 

So the office accepts the many Mass requests at a cost of $10 each, whether for the deceased or for a

particular intention up to a maximum of 3 per weekday Mass. We are currently booking well into the New

year, so if you have a request, give Kelly a call at ext'n # 201.

Confessions and Weekday Masses
We welcome all to Confessions, held here each Saturday starting at 11:00 a.m.

There is no pre-registration, however kindly continue to wear your mask upon

entering the building. Our Hospitality Team will greet you as you enter the

rear parking lot doors, ensure a COVID tracing sign-in and safe distancing

while you wait to see one of our priests.

We continue to welcome all parishioners and visitors to join us at church in-

person weekday Masses. For the most up to date information, please see our

website at https://holyfamilylondon.ca/.  There is no pre-registration and our

maximum capacity remains at 74 persons in the church. Continue to wear your

mask and sign-in with our Hospitality as you enter the rear parking lot doors. 

http://www.holyfamilylondon.ca/
http://www.holyfamilylondon.ca/
https://holyfamilylondon.ca/


Sacraments

For more information on Baptism, First
Reconciliation, First Eucharist, Confirmation,

or R.C.I.A.  (Rite of Christian Initiation of
Adults), please contact Lisa Wright at

lwright@dol.ca or X 266.

If you would like to get married in the Catholic Church and would like to learn more ,
your inquiry will be most welcome. We are thrilled for the opportunity to welcome
you to the Holy Family Parish community and are eager to be of assistance to you as
you prepare for your lives together. Please contact Kelly wilson at kwilson@dol.ca 
or X 201

ATTENTION HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS - Are you looking for
volunteer hours? Would you be interested in helping out with our

livestreaming ministry, please call  Marilyn Buggy at the parish
office at ext'n 265 or contact her at mbuggy@dol.ca

CHILDREN'S CHURCH AT HOLY FAMILY!

If you are home and watching our Masses via live-streaming, 

we have resources, all related to the Sunday readings to help celebrate and

keep young children engaged, Sundays holy, and celebrated by everyone in your

family. Every weekend, check out our parish website at

https://holyfamilylondon.ca/childrenschurch/

for prayers, videos, activity, colouring sheets, and more!

 Please pray for those who are in need of healing and peace...

Wilma Wraight, Mikala Rodrigues, Volker Hocke, Sebastian Kahnert,
Anna & John Del Ben, Gary Toner and Margaret Wilson..

Please pray for those who have died...

Fr. Casimir Kaknevicius, Alexander Weaver, Greg Priamo, & Patrick Pena

mailto:mbuggy@dol.ca
https://holyfamilylondon.ca/childrenschurch/


We welcome all who will gather with us in the church building; 
we also welcome all who gather with us online. 

We love to see you here at Mass, however if you are not able to join us in person, then join us
online by following the "Join Online" link on the parish website at www.holyfamilylondon.ca
to be part of the live-streamed Masses at 5:00p.m., 8:30a.m., and 2:00p.m. only. 

Click on the “Join in Person” button on the main page of our website. It will bring you to a list of Mass times.  
Using the grey scroll bar on the right side of the page, scroll to the time of Mass you wish to book for that
particular Saturday/Sunday.  
Click on the orange “Register” button and it will indicate how many seats are left. Choose the # of seats you
want. 
Again, click on the orange “Register” button and fill out your first and last name. Then enter your email and
confirm it once again before the orange “Register” button is highlighted.  
A final click of that register button will send a confirmation to your email for that weekend.  

To attend a weekend Mass, (Saturday at 5:00p.m. and Sunday at 8:30a.m., 11:00a.m., or 2:00p.m.) 
1.
2.

3.

4.

5.
If you aren't able to register online, kindly call Claudette McLeod at ext'n #222.
When arriving for the weekend Masses, the doors will be open 45 minutes before Mass time. Please enter
through the rear parking lot doors only.

BEYOND THE PARISH...

Permanent Diaconate Ordination Livestream Link - With thanks to God, the Diocese will celebrate

the Ordination of six men to the Permanent Diaconate on Saturday, November 13 at 11:00 a.m. at St.

Peter’s Cathedral Basilica. While attendance at this event is by invitation only, you can follow the

livestream at this link https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g6OZhxquH-A

Adult Faith Formation from the Comfort of Your Own Home - The Diocese of London continues to

partner with Dayton University to provide all parishioners with affordable, high quality formation

opportunities. The next cycle of classes starts November 28. Registration is now open and closes

November 25.The next cycle of learning offers two courses: “Advent: A Holy Waiting,” or, “Let This Be

the Time: Spiritual Essentials for Life's Second Act.” For more information click here. If you have

questions, please email us at pastoralservicesadmin@dol.ca.

‘Come and See’ Discernment Weekend at the Seminary - St. Peter's Seminary invites you to a

discernment retreat for men age 17 years old and older that are considering a call to the priesthood

from November 19 to November 21. This in-person weekend at the Seminary offers a firsthand

experience of the life of a seminarian, provides spiritual help for discernment and offers the

opportunity to meet current seminarians and faculty. Please contact Fr. Danny Santos at

vocations@dol.ca for more information, or go to www.dolpriest.ca/registration to register. Since this is

an in-person event, proof of double vaccination status will be required.

Men’s Morning Reflection for the Year of St. Joseph - Save the Date - On Saturday 4 December

2021, the Pastoral Services Office will be hosting a Men’s Day of Reflection from 9 a.m. to noon. As

the Year of St. Joseph comes to a close, this time of reflection is an opportunity for men to grow in

understanding St. Joseph – a man of faith, a family man and a person who cared for those in need.

Presenters include Most Rev. Bishop Joseph Dabrowski, C.S.M.A, Tom Ketelaars and Zack Fitzmaurice.

The reflection will take place via Zoom, so you can participate from the comfort of your own home.

More information is https://dol.ca/mens-retreat-information and registration is now open at this link, 

 https://dol.ca/mens-retreat-registration-form
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4 November 2021

To: The Faithful of the Diocese of London

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

The 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time, 14 November 2021, marks the Fifth World Day of the Poor. This

day was established by Pope Francis at the end of the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy.

In his message for the World Day of the Poor, Pope Francis reminds us that being disciples of Jesus

means respecting those who are poor. He calls us to work to “alleviate their difficulties and

marginalization” and to follow the path of justice “so that social inequalities can be overcome and

human dignity, so often trampled upon, can be restored.” We need to listen to the cry of the poor,

recognizing the different forms of poverty and responding in a spirit of mutual sharing.

Since 1967, Development and Peace has striven to follow this path of justice, working in solidarity

with partners in the Global South to address the root causes of poverty. Its annual fall action

campaign mobilizes Canadian Catholics to reflect on those root causes and to act for change. This

year’s campaign, People and Planet First, invites us to stand in solidarity with environmental and

human rights defenders in the Global South, many of whose communities are oppressed by

Canadian corporations. Development and Peace has joined the Canadian Network on Corporate

Accountability in petitioning for strong laws to make Canadian corporations accountable for their

global operations. Learn more about this call and add your voice to it at https://www.devp.org.

I invite all the faithful to continue to listen to the cry of the poor, to work in solidarity with those who

are poor and to take steps to address injustices. To learn more, please visit the Development and

Peace website, and consider signing the petition.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Rev. Ronald P. Fabbro, CSB

Bishop of London

OFFICE OF THE BISHOP

1070 WATERLOO STREET
LONDON, ONTARIO N6A 3Y2

CANADA
519-433-0658

FAX: 519-266-4353

https://www.devp.org/


OFFICE DIRECTORY 

CHRISTINA BAHATI*
Praise & Worship Leader - 2pm Mass
cbahati@dol.ca

STEVE BALDINELLI (ext'n #261)
Building & Property Coordinator
sbaldinelli@dol.ca

MARILYN BUGGY (ext'n #265)
Coordinator of Digital Media & 
& Online Engagement 
mbuggy@dol.ca

ERWIN FUNG*  (ext'n #258)
Discipleship Formation Team Lead
efung@dol.ca

TIM FIRTH* (ext'n #224)
Mission Support Team Lead
tfirth@dol.ca

GERTRUD HOCKE (Volunteer)
Bible Study Coordinator
gertrud.holyfamily@gmail.com

DEACON TOM MACLEOD
tmacleod@dol.ca

CLAUDETTE MCLEOD (ext'n #222)
Part-time Secretary
cmcleod@dol.ca

FR. JUDE OGBENNA, C.S.Sp. (ext'n #226)
Parochial Vicar
jogbenna@dol.ca

BARB MILANOVIC (Volunteer)
Life Groups Coordinator
hfplifegroups@dol.ca

FR. BOB REMARK* (ext'n #228)
Pastor 
rremark@dol.ca

ANNE SANDERSON (ext'n #229)
Bookkeeper
asanderson@dol.ca

KELLY WILSON (ext'n #201)
Receptionist/Secretary
kwilson@dol.ca

LISA WRIGHT (ext'n #266)
Sacramental Preparation Coordinator
lwright@dol.ca

*Senior  Leadership Team
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